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VIETNAM WAR

PHASE 1 - A WAR OF  COLONIAL INDEPENDENCE AGAINST THE FRENCH
Vietnam had been a French colony under the name of French Indochina (along with Cambodia and  Laos)
Vietnam began to fight for its independence from France during WW II ( when France was preoccupied with European conflict) The Vietnamese revolutionary leader was Ho Chi Minh, a Communist that wanted to be the leader of an independent, communist Vietnam; Ho received support from both the USSR and “Red” China.

This colonial war raged from 1946-54, culminating in the French defeat at Dienbienphu. The French decided they wanted out and called a peace conference in Geneva, Switzerland (attended by France, Vietnam, the US, and the USSR). The decision of the conference was to partition Vietnam into a communist North led by Ho and a “democratic” South Vietnam led by Ngo Dinh Diem.  The settlement was an outgrowth of basic Cold War tensions between the Americans and Soviets and clearly reflected the US policy of containment with respect to Soviet communist expansionism. The US had come to see South Vietnam as a “domino” that they couldn’t afford to lose
PHASE 2 – AMERICAN ESCALATION AND MILITARY INVOLVEMENT
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This phase originated with  President Eisenhower and JFK but was intensified under Lyndon Baines Johnson (LBJ), who 

assumed the presidency  after JFK’s assassination. The U.S. never formally issued a declaration of war, but  after the Gulf of Tonkin Incident, where 2 American destroyers were apparently fired upon by the North Vietnamese, Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolutions (August 1964) - here Congress gave LBJ their support in sending American personnel and material.
In spite of ongoing escalation throughout the 1960s, the US experienced a lack of success against the Vietnamese [image: image3.jpg]


guerrilla forces in S. Vietnam (the Vietcong) as the US Army was unprepared for 
their tactics and mentality.  The US was also never entirely successful in shutting down the Ho Chi Minh Trail, a supply line that ran between North and South Vietnam via difficult jungle terrain, often underground and through neighboring nations like Cambodia. 
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The war definitely turned against the US in 1968, when the NVA’s General Giap began the Tet Offensive, a surprise offensive on a major Vietnamese holiday that saw attacks all over the country, including in Saigon itself. Ongoing US casualties and losses saw an increase in antiwar sentiment on the American Home Front, in large part because Vietnam was a TV War where American audiences saw the brutality of war firsthand. They also witnessed the usage of weapons like napalm, a gasoline-based bomb that set fire to the jungle. and Agent Orange, a chemical agent that removed leaves from the jungles canopy both devastated the environment and any people that they came in contact with.  The Napalm burned an unknown amount of people, and the Agent Orange was found to cause cancer and birth defects in future generations.
PHASE 3 – VIETNAMESE CIVIL WAR, 1973-75

The NVA easily defeated the South by 1975; the South had appealed to President Nixon for aid, which had been promised, but by 1975 Nixon was embroiled in the domestic Watergate Crisis, and was unable to send any aid. The US abandoned its embassy in Saigon, which was renamed 
Ho Chi Minh City in the newly unified and communist Vietnam. 
Name: ______________________________________



Objective: I will be able to explain why the US became involved in the Vietnam War and the effects it had on the people, economies, and environment.

Essential Question:  “How was US policies effected by the “Domino Theory?

1.  H________C_________M___________ was North Vietnam’s Communist L _________________________.

2.  During World War Two, Vietnam was taken over by J_________________________.

3.  Vietnamese Nationalist wanted to free the country of foreign I_____________________.

4.  The Viet Minh Army started to fight for independence from F____________________  during the Indo-China War.
5.  The United States placed N__________ D ___________ D_____________ in charge of South Vietnam’s government.
6.  The D______________ T______________ stated that once a country became Communist, then its neighbors would fall as well.
7.  The United States got involved in Vietnam because it was concerned that C _________________would spread in Asia.    
8. A________________ O ______________ and N__________________ were both used to allow solders to see the enemy but had harmful effects on the environment.

9. Many of the solders that fought in Vietnam did not volunteer but were D_________________.  They were also   came from lower to M______________ class families.  Their average age was ___________.   
Write What You Know: Write a one paragraph summary of what you know about the following topic-
 What were the effects on the people, economies, and environment after the US became involved in the Vietnam War?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Vocabulary Review:
The economic problem that exists because of unlimited wants and limited resources is:_____________________
The total market value of all goods and services produced in a country in a given year is ____________________
The colonizing of India and Vietnam led both nations to seek independence through _______________________
The policy of cutting your country off from all outside contact is known as ______________________________
