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THE KOREAS 

GEOGRAPHY- Korea is called “The Land of the Morning Calm” It is a peninsula nation that extends off the east coast of Asia between China and Japan. To its east is the Sea of Japan and to its south and west is the East China sea and the Yellow Sea  The Korean Peninsula is one of the most mountainous areas in the world. Only one-fifth of the land is suitable for farming. The peninsula is divided into two countries, North and South Korea. 

PEOPLE- S. Korea is a densely populated country with around 1,120 people per square mile.  Because of its location near China and Japan, invading armies swept through Korea many times. The invaders settled down and intermarried with the local people. Like Japan, Korea is homogeneous (one type) with 99.9 % of its people Korean. The Korean people were united into one cultural group hundreds of years ago. 

RELIGION- Koreans have accepted and adapted more than one religion into their way of life. Early Koreans believed in nature-spirits. Buddhism, which came to Korea in the 4th century AD, became the most common religion of the Korean people. Another example of cultural diffusion is when Confucianism came to Korea from China. Christianity came to Korea over 100 years ago. The first missionaries were feared and were often killed.  Although the practice of Christianity was outlawed until after World War II, a small Christian community grew.  After WW II and during the Korean War, many Koreans became Christian and now almost 50 
percent of Korea is Christian.

CHINESE INFLUENCE-The Koreans were able to adapt many Chinese arts and sciences and much of the Chinese system of government. This Chinese contact also led to the introduction of an iron 
culture and the Chinese style of writing.

JAPANESE CONTROL- In the late 16th century, the Japanese invaded the peninsula and captured the capital of Seoul. In the 19th century, drought and famine further weakened Korea. Peasant rebellions were common.  In the late 19th century, Japan forced Korea to trade. When Japan defeated China in 1895 in the Sino-Japanese 
war, Japan took full control of Korea. Korea was annexed into the Japanese empire in 1910. Japanese policy in Korea was based on the needs of the Japanese people, not the Koreans. Japan tried to enforce their culture on the Koreans.  All schools and newspapers were in Japanese. Soon it was against the law to speak Korean These actions led to the growth of a nationalistic movement. Its aim was to gain self-rule for Korea.  In 1919, the Samil Movement was launched as a nationalistic movement. One million Koreans peacefully demonstrated against Japanese rule. The Japanese put down the demonstration by killing 7,000 and putting 20,000 in jail. The dream of an independent Korea did not come until the end of World War II.

KOREAN WAR- The Cold War that developed after World War II between the US and the Soviet Union kept Korea divided. In June 1950, thousands of Soviet-trained North Korean 
soldiers equipped with Soviet made weapons crossed the 38th parallel and invaded South Korea. The US and other UN nations were sent in to push the invaders back.  Just as the North was about to win, the US came in and started kicking tail.  They pushed the North to the Chinese border. The Chinese warned the US not to invade the North.  All at once in the middle of the winter, 300,000 Chinese solders crossed into North Korea to push the US back. It was the largest retreat ever for the US army.  The retreat ended at the 38th parallel and the war was fought at a standstill for the next two years.  In 1953 a truce was signed in the Korean village of Pamunjon which ended the war but kept Korea divided 
at the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone)
KOREA TODAY-For 40 years, North Korea relied on its two giant neighbors, the Soviet Union and China, for political, economic, and military assistance. 1. in 1991, the Soviet Union broke up and the new country Russia broke off ties with the North  China ticked off the North as they became more friendlier to the South  North Korea has lived in isolation since its independence. TVs and radios are built so they only receive North Korean stations and not South Korean stations. The government was afraid that the people might learn new ideas. Only the government has computers. North Korea was ruled by a dictator, Kim Il Sung until his death; now his son rules. The North has had several droughts and many people have died of starvation. President Bush just recently named North Korea one of the US’s main enemies as theydeveloped nuclear missiles The North and South are trying to become more friendlier with each other but they are nowhere close to unification.
Name: ______________________________________



Objective: I will be able to explain why the US became involved in the Korean War and the effects it had on the people.
Essential Question:  “What was the “Domino Theory” and what part did it play in the Korean War?

1.  The Korean War was fought because___________________ Korea invaded _________________Korea.
2.  After World War Two, the Soviet Union help set up the Communist government of ________________Korea.

3.  The outcome of the Korean War was that North and South Korea were divided along the _______________.
4.  During World War Two, the Korean Peninsula was part of the J__________ empire.
5.  North Korea has lived in __________ since its independence.

6.  Today North Korea is poorer than South Korea because of its C ________________ economy and other nations are using trade E_______________ to try to persuade its leaders to change its policies.
7.  The _____________________________Sea separates China from the Korean Peninsula.
8. The main reason the U.S. was involved in conflicts with Korea in the mid 1900’s was to stop the spread of communism due the C____________ W____________.
9. General ______________________ was put in charge of the U.N. Command and was later fired by President _____________ for wanting to continue the fight into China.
Write What You Know: Write a one paragraph summary of what you know about the following topic-
 How is South Korea different from North Korea today?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Vocabulary Review: 
In some countries a single authority decides what is produced. = C_________________E_______________

If one country fell to communism, its neighbors would also fall to communism =  __________________________
The policy of cutting your country off from all outside contact is known as ______________________________
