Government of Israel

In 1948, the United Nations voted to divide the former British colony of Palestine into two parts.  One part became the nation of Israel, a homeland for the Jewish people.  The other part was for the Palestinian Arabs.  Israel was carved out of an area that had been occupied by Arabic people for centuries.  The governments of the countries in Southwest Asia often reflect Islamic beliefs, and Arabic people are often Islamic by faith. The emergence of Israel as a Jewish nation became and still is a major political issue in the Middle East.  
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Israel has a parliamentary democracy.  The head of state is the president, who actually does not have much power.  The prime minister of Israel is the head of government.  The prime minister is usually the head of the dominant political party in parliament at that time.  The Knesset is Israel's unicameral parliament and is seated in Jerusalem. Its 120 members are elected to 4-year terms through party-list proportional representation as mandated by the 1958 Basic Law: The Knesset. As the legislative branch of the Israeli government, the Knesset enacts laws, supervises government activities, and is empowered to elect or remove the President of the State or State Comptroller from office.

The February 2009 elections where Israelis that are 18 and older vote for its 120 member Knesset,  produced five prominent political parties; Kadima, Likud, Israel Beytenu, Labor and Shas, each with more than ten seats in the Knesset. Three of these parties were ruling parties in the past. However, only once has a single party held the 61 seats needed for a majority government (the Alignment from 1968 until the 1969 elections). Therefore, aside from that one exception, since 1948 Israeli governments have always comprised coalitions. A coalition is a group of several different political parties that have to cooperate in order to make decisions.  This type of government is known as a coalition government.   

The Knesset elects the president who acts as a figurehead for the government of Israel.  The president then chooses the head of the largest political party to be the prime minister.  The prime minister must organize a coalition to govern.  
Israel has an independent judicial branch of government that is made up of religious and secular (non-religious) courts. 
Name: ______________________________________

Government of Israel 

Objective: I will be able to analyze the differences between the Government of Israel and the US.

Essential Question How is the US government compare/contrast to the governments we have learned about
1.  What type of government does Israel have? ____________________________________
2.  The name and title of Israel leader is ________________________________________.

3.  Israel is a ___________________ form of government. Meaning that the leaders_____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What is the citizens’ participation in the Israel Government? ________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  What is the name of the Israel legislator?___________________________________________________ 

6. What  makes it so much different from the US legislator? ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What is the system of government for Israel?_______________________________________________
8. What is the structure of the Israel Government?  ______________________________________________

Map Review: Place number on proper location on map.               Vocabulary: Define the following

                                                                               1. Coalition Government: ________________________
1. Black Sea                                                      ________________________________________________


2. Yemen
3. Dead Sea                                                                     2. Arab: __________________________________
4. Suez Canal                                                      ________________________________________________
5.  Syria                                                          

                                                                              3. Mandated: ________________________________

                                                                              _________________________________________________
Essential Question:  Answer our new essential question in the space below.  Use complete sentences.

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
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