Middle East Unit One Study Guide

Location: 
Be able to locate the following countries on a map:  Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Turkey

Be able to locate the following physical features – Euphrates River, Tigris River, Jordan River, Suez Canal, Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, Arabian Sea, Red Sea, Gaza Strip

Section 1 – Geography of the Middle East

Vocabulary: 
Sinai Peninsula
Dead Sea

Arabian Desert
Oasis

Strait
Euphrates River

Tigris River

Persian Gulf

Strait of Hormuz 
Suez Canal
Jordan River
Rub al-Khali Desert 

Landlocked
Gaza Strip
1. What is so unique about the Dead Sea?
2. What country is in the Middle East is completely landlocked? 
3. Why is water irrigation and farming a challenge in Southwest Asia?

4. Why is the Strait of Hormuz an important waterway?
5. Before the Suez Canal was built, how did ships go from the Persian Gulf to Europe?
6. Describe the climate of the Middle East.

Section 2 – Environmental issues and climate of the Middle East

Vocabulary: 
Semi –Arid

Arid

Peninsula

Oasis

Desalination

1. Define some problems with water usage and rights in Southwest Asia?
2. Why is oil so important?

3.    What is OPEC?  Why is it important?
Long Answer Questions

1. Describe how the deserts and rivers of the Middle East have affected the population in terms of where people live, the type of work they do, and how they travel.
2. Why is the Strait of Hormuz an important waterway?

