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Objective:
9.  I will be able to explain the events of the 20th Century Japan.
Essential Question:  “How did Japan’s feelings of Nationalism effect its people?”

1.  Emperor  H__________________ ordered the attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
2.  Because of a strong feeling of n_______________________.  The Japanese people and their leader thought they were invisible.
3. The country of Japan is acully an a_______________  or group of about _________________islands. 
4.  __________ percent of the land is a__________ (good for farming)
5.  As an island nation, Japan has always relied on the __________ for a supply of f_______________.
6.  Japan’s P_________________ is one of the most H_______________ (of the same culture) of any population of the major countries in 
the world.
7.  M ______________________Helps set up a democracy by helping draft a US style C________________.  Hirohito is a figure head but has no real P_______________. 
8.  During WWII Japan aligned itself with the Axis Powers which consisted of the countries of G_______________ and I ________________.
9. Japan was hoping to gain _____________________ by getting involved in World War II.

Map Review:






     Vocabulary Review:
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  1.  Yangtze
        Shinto      



  2.  Indus        



  3.  Japan                embargo



  4.  Mekong River



  5.  Nepal               Diet

Above and  Beyond:  
Write a minimum one paragraph response to this question.  Why did the US become involved in rebuilding Japan after WWII?
Name: ______________________________________






             Japan is called the “Land of the Rising Sun.”  It is a part of the “Ring of Fire” which is a great chain of volcanoes lying along the west coast of the Americas and then curving down the eastern shores of Asia

Japan is an archipelago which is made up of about 3,400 islands. The main ones are called Hokkaido, Honshu and Shikoku.  Japan is a rugged, mountainous group of islands.   Mt. Fuji reaches 12,500 feet into the sky
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The distance from coast to coast is less than 200 miles anywhere in the islands. Almost 80 percent of the land surface is mountainous making 20 percent of the land is arable (good for farming).
As an island nation, Japan has always relied on the sea. Its long, irregular coastline makes possible the growth of good harbors  Japan is the leading fishing nation in the world  Fish makes up a large part of the diet of most Japanese. The sea has also served Japan as an effective barrier between the nation  and the rest of the world.


Japan’s population is one of the most homogeneous (of the same culture) of any population of the major countries in the world.  There are a few Koreans that live in Japan but that’s all. Shintosim and Buddhism  are the principal  religions of the Japanese people although Christianity has  been making a breakthrough over the last 100 years.

In 1894, due to Japanese Nationalism, attacked China to gain control of Korea.  It only took a few months to beat them.  On 1904 Japan launched a war with Russia which it surprisingly won Japan finally took control of Korea in 1910.  Since Japan was very small for its population, Japan needed more room and China was their main target. China had all the raw materials that Japan needed. In 1932 Japan took  Manchuria in northern China.  In 1937 Japan went to war with China in an effort to assert its dominance in Asia.  Its soldiers committed atrocities on the Chinese.  Atrocities – now punished as war crimes, war atrocities include various kinds of torture.  Japan also wanted SE Asia for more raw materials like oil and rubber  The military's influence kept growing until General Hideki 
Tojo ruled the country in 1941.  Japan’s military glorified war.  Only the US stood in the way of Japan’s expansion The US cut exports to Japan and declared an embargo. 
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On Dec. 7th, 1941, the Japanese launched a surprise attack on the US bases in the Pacific at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The Japanese also struck at the Europeans in SE Asia The Japanese invaded many areas at first, but after the US recovered, they were in for a long war, which they could not handle. In 1945, Japan armies were defeated in the Pacific and its home islands blockaded and under attack, Japan prepared for an all out invasion by US forces. Despite great loses in men and equipment, Japan continued to fight savagely.

US fighter pilots also fought on the side of the Chinese of which they called themselves the “Fighting Tigers.” The US flew supplies over the Himalayas to help the 
Nationalist Chinese fight against Japan. One by one, the US began recapturing islands from the Japanese The US became convinced that only a direct invasion of Japan would lead to an end to the war.   The US estimated that it would lose 1 million men in the invasion. In 1942, the US government launched a project to produce the first atomic bomb.  Physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer guided the design and building of the bomb.  Manhattan Project scientists tested the first bomb on July 1945, near Alamogordo, New Mexico however, the US had just tested an atomic bomb and on  Aug. 6 and 9, the first atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  On Aug 15 Japan surrendered.
After Japan’s defeat in World War II, the American army occupied Japan from 1945 to 1952. The Japanese government was put under the control of General Macarthur and the American army As punishment for starting the war and invading various areas, Japan lost its empire and was forbidden to have an army. The US gave Japan a new constitution.  For the first time, full political power was placed in the hands of the people. The emperor was given little power.  Men and women over 20 were given the right to vote.

The economic gains made by Japan since 1945 have been outstanding. From its rubble, Japan now ranks as the second most powerful economic nation in the world behind the US. Today the Japanese are the leading manufacturers of electronics.  Japan’s economy is very diversified (various industries). Japan is number 1 in literacy and its life expectancy, and income per person are higher than the US.

Above and Beyond:  Write a minimum two paragraph response to this question.  In your opinion, was the US justified in dropping the Atomic Bombs that ended the War?  Why or why not?
